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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT

The Board met on the 24" to 26™ August after 4 months, due to
the 2008 Australian Championships not being held. Some Board
members were also involved in the NSW Judges Exam at Richmond
TAFE College on Saturday 23 August. This is an excellent equine
venue and thanks are due to the NSW Judges Council, Mark Dobson
the manager of the facility, the TAFE equine studies students, and
the wonderful volunteers who provided horses for the Practical
components. It is getting harder and harder to find owners willing to
provide horses, yet it is essential to the on-going provision of judges
for our show rings. Cherie Edwards and Angela Kovac were the
hard-working examiners. Thank you all.
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EQUITANA. The Society has a double booth as well as space in the
Breeders Village booked for Equitana at Melbourne Showgrounds
for the 20™ to the 23" November, for the promotion of our Arabian
horses. Our secretary-manager Harold Williamson and staff member
Laura Smith are traveling to Melbourne for the event and will be
assisted on the booth and in the Village by Victorian volunteers. Call
in to say hello, to see our new merchandise and displays. We also
have a request pre-Equitana! If any members have [short] DVD's
or videos of Arabian horses competing in performance events/
mares foaling/racing or endurance/kids with Arabians/just beautiful
Arabians, that you are willing to loan for copying, could you please
send them in to the Office by the end of September so that a long-
running compilation DVD can be made for use on the booth? Also,
does anyone know where a copy of the original Equitana video can
be found — it is currently AWOL.

OVERSEAS REGISTRATIONS. Members are still selling horses
overseas without transferring or DNA'ing them. In most cases
we do not know they have left the country BUT our Registrar has
recently been sent a very long list of show and endurance horses
from Bahrain, that have not had paperwork completed. Tracing and
obtaining transfers, registration cards, and ID AFTER exportation is
painful and time-consuming and is the responsibility of YOU, the
owner, NOT our staff. Overseas buyers almost always want horses
properly identified and transferred, despite what agents may be
telling you, and we all pay for the disruption this thoughtlessness
causes in the Office.

EADRA SURVEY. The response to the survey distributed in the last
Breeders Bulletin was disappointing to say the least. Decisions that
are made by AHIC and the Government now will have far-reaching
effects on the whole horse industry. Already the EADRA Bill is
before the Federal Parliament and conflicting statements are being
made in the media weekly about EADRA and also vaccinations.
Responses from across the industry are also confusing at best, adding
unfortunately to the public image of the pleasure horse industry as
splintered and indecisive. Our results are reported elsewhere in this
Bulletin. With such a small sample they can only be considered as
trends.

2008 WAHO TROPHY. It is a pleasure to announce that the 2008
WAHO Trophy has been awarded to the 32-year-old past Quilty
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winner and internationally-recognized endurance sire Chip Chase
Sadaqa, owned by Toft Endurance. He will have his story told in
the December AHN and in the meantime I understand he is to make
an appearance at the Nanango Quilty in September in honour of the
great achievements of himself and his progeny.

RISK MANAGEMENT: Our insurer, AON, has issued a clarification
of its attitude to some of the practices currently being used in some
Arabian halter shows. It is printed elsewhere in this Bulletin. Bear
in mind that one untoward incident at any Affiliate event could risk
the Society's insurance for everyone.

2009 AUSTRALIAN CHAMPIONSHIPS: We are taking the
Championships to a new venue next year so a great deal of time
and thought has gone into the event and its associated social
activities. Our Ringmaster Leonie Williamson was in attendance at
the Championships Committee meeting in order to make sure we
are well-prepared for 2009, and her input was most valuable. In
order to run an exciting, smooth-running and safe Championships,
we have decided not to run Heats in Purebred Halter, which slow
down the tempo of the Show, add hours to the schedule, and
stress the horses. Instead all our judges will score every horse on
the European system recently seen in use in the Breeders World
Cup in the US. The finallists will be evident from the scores, and
these horses only will return to the Ring for comparative judging
for Top Ten, Champion and Reserve. The scores will be displayed
after every horse goes through, so the audience can be involved.
The European judges will be more familiar with the system which
used to be used in Australia for judging Futurities, but we feel it
will be an interesting and valuable addition to our Show. Details
of the scorecards, plus any additional information for 2009 will be
on the website. No “schooling” of horses will be allowed in either
the marshalling area or the Ring. We will be using private security,
which will probably include video surveillance, at the Show and in
the stable area both for security of possessions and hopefully an end
to the kind of complaints we received at the end of the 2007 show
about treatment of horses behind the scenes. We will be using the
card system in both the Ring and Marshalling area, in the hands of
our most experienced stewards.

STRATEGIC PLAN. The Society's current Strategic Plan covers
the period 2008 to 2010, and we look at a different aspect at every
meeting. This was, of course, prepared pre-EI and there are now
added risks inherent in the aftermath of that disaster. Some of the
items deal with our business operations, and these are constantly
under review, but members will be interested in the areas on which
we are currently working. We needed to recognize a broader base
of our Arabian competitors and our volunteers, and have instigated
our Youth and Amateur Awards, Youth Scholarships, Distinguished
Service Medallions, Lifetime Awards, Horse of the Year Awards,
and provided an Awards Dinner where we can all celebrate and mix
socially. We are trying to provide more social opportunities because
“lifestyle” was identified as one of the factors appealing most to
members. We have an age demographic of 40 to 65 years which
means we need to appeal to younger members. Although we have a
steady rate of new members, they only replace older members who
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drop out. One of our identified weaknesses is that we don't require
those who have geldings and Derivatives registered with us to be
members, as other Societies do. If we did, we'd have closer to 10,000
members instead of 4000, as we identified during EI. On the other
hand, we do charge non-member extra fees for all their transactions
and are probably not financially any worse off. In fact quite the
opposite. It is hard to remove something that has been a right of these
owners for many years, but this topic is constantly under review.

One area that was perceived as a weakness in the surveys was the
image of the show scene and horses. This will surprise some people
and is an area we are working on now. We are also looking at new
ways to promote the unique and positive nature of the Arabian breed.
The two are not unrelated of course. I will report further on our
progress in the next Bulletin.

VALE. Itis with sadness that we report the death of our late Honorary
Life Member and AERA Registrar Lyn Bailey. Lyn was a tireless
worker for the endurance community, and a very insightful liaison
between the endurance and Arabian horse breeding communities.
We extend our sympathies to her family and friends.

QUILTY CUP 2008. The annual Tom Quilty Ride is being held in
Nanango, Queensland on the week-end of 19" to 21% September.
The Society has made its usual sponsorship of embroidered rugs
available for the Top Ten finishers in the Ride. This year the Quilty
organizing committee is honouring some of the luminaries of the
Ride's history, including past winners [both riders and horses], and
founding organizers. Our AHSA members RM and Erica Williams,
Ron and Val Males, Chuck and Marty Stephens and Marion Alcorn
were responsible for endurance riding getting its start in Australia.
All these people performed valuable services to the Arabian breed
in other ways, and Val Males is still a Director of the Society. There
are sometimes inexplicable frictions between AERA and the AHSA
but it is perhaps wise to look instead at what we have in common,
and how much historically we have each contributed to the welfare
of the other. I know I am pleased to be a volunteer at the Quilty, and
I'm sure there'll be lots of other Arabian owners helping out. There'll
certainly be a lot of Arabian horses out on track!

Spring is here, so good luck to everyone as those little EI foals arrive
in your paddocks!

Best regards,
CORALIE GORDON
Chairman 2008/9

Directors Nominations for 2009/2010

The necessary form to nominate for a Director of The AHSA can be
found on our website www.ahsa.asn.au under Membership/Forms or
in the Contact Us section

The following Directors whose term of office expires early in 2009,
have indicated their intentions

to seek re-election:-

Mrs L Currie (QLD), Ms K Luckock (VIC), Mr A Preston (NSW),
Mr L Nicolle (TAS) and Mrs J Marsh (W.A).

Next Board Meeting
The next Board meeting will be held on December 1% and 2™ with
subcommittees meeting on November 29" 2008

HOT OFF THE PRESS

PUREBRED’S BACK
AT SYDNEY ROYAL!

The Arabian Horse Society is very proud to announce
that Purebred classes are returning to Sydney Royal in
2009. Classes will be held on Tuesday 21st April.

Helen Dohan has worked tirelessly in convincing the
Horse Superintendents at the R.A.S. to re-introduce the
Purebred Arabian classes at Sydney Royal.

Members should be aware that the R.A.S. has only
agreed to this program on a trial basis for the 2009
show. If members do not support the show by exhibiting,
the classes will again be lost, only this time it will be
permanent!

The R.A.S. has offered a small program of ten (10) classes
plus Champion & Reserve Champions and a Supreme
Champion.

If you, like us do not want to see these classes lost forever,
please support the Show and ensure the continuation of
Purebred classes in coming years.

Details of the program are available on www.ahsa.asn.au or

Www.rasnsw.com.au

Aon Risk Services Australia Limited

Risk Management
Organizations that invite people to participate in their activities have a
responsibility to ensure these activities are free from risk of injury and are
as safe as reasonably possible. This responsibility is expressed in legislation
such as the “Trade Practices Act” as having a “Duty of Care”. It is very
important that this duty of care is taken seriously and you do everything
possible to make sure that you comply with this duty.

Risk Management is all about identifying risks which may result in injury to
another person or damage to their property.

It is also important that you consider the worst case scenario particularly in
the case of potential injury as it can be a fine line between what causes a
minor or major injury.

For example, falling off a horse may, in some cases; result in a minor injury
but, depending on contributing factors i.e. ground surface, surrounding
structures, can escalate into something more serious. As such, you need to
not only consider the potential fall but take into consideration the environment
as well.

Following attendance at several shows it was noted what appears to be an
abundance of people gathering in marshalling areas who are not associated
with the actual showing of the horse other than being friends or acquaintances
of the breeder/competitor.

This could be a dangerous situation to both horses and people alike and not
being a good risk management practice should be discouraged amongst your
affiliates and members.

It would also appear the practice of exciting horses by the use of various
devices prior to competing or entry into a ring is common in some areas. This
type of behaviour could result in injury to horses and people.

Having an animal of such unpredictability and flight within a restricted area
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