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winner and internationally-recognized endurance sire Chip Chase 
Sadaqa, owned by Toft Endurance. He will have his story told in 
the December AHN and in the meantime I understand he is to make 
an appearance at the Nanango Quilty in September in honour of the 
great achievements of himself and his progeny.

RISK MANAGEMENT:  Our insurer, AON, has issued a clarification 
of its attitude to some of the practices currently being used in some 
Arabian halter shows.  It is printed elsewhere in this Bulletin.  Bear 
in mind that one untoward incident at any Affiliate event could risk 
the Society's insurance for everyone.

2009 AUSTRALIAN CHAMPIONSHIPS: We are taking the 
Championships to a new venue next year so a great deal of time 
and thought has gone into the event and its associated social 
activities.  Our Ringmaster Leonie Williamson was in attendance at 
the Championships Committee meeting in order to make sure we 
are well-prepared for 2009, and her input was most valuable. In 
order to run an exciting, smooth-running and safe Championships, 
we have decided not to run Heats in Purebred Halter, which slow 
down the tempo of the Show, add hours to the schedule, and 
stress the horses. Instead all our judges will score every horse on 
the European system recently seen in use in the  Breeders World 
Cup in the US. The finallists will be evident from the scores, and 
these horses only will return to the Ring for comparative judging 
for Top Ten, Champion and Reserve. The scores will be displayed 
after every horse goes through, so the audience can be involved.  
The European judges will be more familiar with the system which 
used to be used in Australia for judging Futurities, but we feel it 
will be an interesting and valuable addition to our Show.  Details 
of the scorecards, plus any additional information for 2009 will be 
on the website.  No “schooling” of horses will be allowed in either 
the marshalling area or the Ring. We will be using private security, 
which will probably include video surveillance, at the Show and in 
the stable area both for security of possessions and hopefully an end 
to the kind of complaints we received at the end of the 2007 show 
about treatment of horses behind the scenes.  We will be using the 
card system in both the Ring and Marshalling area, in the hands of 
our most experienced stewards.

STRATEGIC PLAN.  The Society's current Strategic Plan covers 
the period 2008 to 2010, and we look at a different aspect at every 
meeting.  This was, of course, prepared pre-EI and there are now 
added risks inherent in the aftermath of that disaster.  Some of the 
items deal with our business operations, and these are constantly 
under review, but members will be interested in the areas on which 
we are currently working.  We needed to recognize a broader base 
of our Arabian competitors and our volunteers, and have instigated 
our Youth and Amateur Awards, Youth Scholarships, Distinguished 
Service Medallions, Lifetime Awards, Horse of the Year Awards, 
and provided an Awards Dinner where we can all celebrate and mix 
socially.  We are trying to provide more social opportunities because 
“lifestyle” was identified as one of the factors appealing most to 
members. We have an age demographic of 40 to 65 years which 
means we need to appeal to younger members.  Although we have a 
steady rate of new members, they only replace older members who 
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CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT
The Board met on the 24th to 26th August after 4 months, due to 
the 2008 Australian Championships not being held.  Some Board 
members were also involved in the NSW Judges Exam at Richmond 
TAFE College on Saturday 23rd August.  This is an excellent equine 
venue and thanks are due to the NSW Judges Council, Mark Dobson 
the manager of the facility, the TAFE equine studies students, and 
the wonderful volunteers who provided horses for the Practical 
components.  It is getting harder and harder to find owners willing to 
provide horses, yet it is essential to the on-going provision of judges 
for our show rings. Cherie Edwards and Angela Kovac were the 
hard-working examiners. Thank you all.

EQUITANA.  The Society has a double booth as well as space in the 
Breeders Village booked for Equitana at Melbourne Showgrounds 
for the 20th to the 23rd November, for the promotion of our Arabian 
horses.  Our secretary-manager Harold Williamson and staff member 
Laura Smith are traveling to Melbourne for the event and will be 
assisted on the booth and in the Village by Victorian volunteers.  Call 
in to say hello, to see our new merchandise and displays.  We also 
have a request pre-Equitana! If any members have [short] DVD's 
or videos of Arabian horses competing in performance events/
mares foaling/racing or endurance/kids with Arabians/just beautiful 
Arabians, that you are willing to loan for copying, could you please 
send them in to the Office by the end of September so that a long-
running compilation DVD can be made for use on the booth?  Also, 
does anyone know where a copy of the original Equitana video can 
be found – it is currently AWOL.

OVERSEAS REGISTRATIONS.  Members are still selling horses 
overseas without transferring or DNA'ing them.  In most cases 
we do not know they have left the country BUT our Registrar has 
recently been sent a very long list of show and endurance horses 
from Bahrain, that have not had paperwork completed.  Tracing and 
obtaining transfers, registration cards, and ID AFTER exportation is 
painful and time-consuming and is the responsibility of YOU, the 
owner, NOT our staff.  Overseas buyers almost always want horses 
properly identified and transferred, despite what agents may be 
telling you, and we all pay for the disruption this thoughtlessness 
causes in the Office.

EADRA SURVEY.  The response to the survey distributed in the last 
Breeders Bulletin was disappointing to say the least.  Decisions that 
are made by AHIC and the Government now will have far-reaching 
effects on the whole horse industry. Already the EADRA Bill is 
before the Federal Parliament and conflicting statements are being 
made in the media weekly about EADRA and also vaccinations.  
Responses from across the industry are also confusing at best, adding 
unfortunately to the public image of the pleasure horse industry as 
splintered and indecisive.  Our results are reported elsewhere in this 
Bulletin.  With such a small sample they can only be considered as 
trends.

2008 WAHO TROPHY.  It is a pleasure to announce that the 2008 
WAHO Trophy has been awarded to the 32-year-old past Quilty 

1.	 The Arabian Horse Society of Australia Ltd shall award a trip to New Zealand for 10 days to a person 18-25 years of age inclusive as at 31st January 
2009, in recognition of their service and contribution to the Arabian breed in Australia.

2.	 The New Zealand Arab Horse Breeders Society (Inc) shall in turn reciprocate and offer the same opportunity.
3.	 The AHSA and The NZAHBS shall pay a return airfare and any additional internal travel expenses and/or accommodation necessary within each 

country to the value of $400. Details of these expenses shall be provided for reimbursement. All other expenses shall be borne by the exchange 
student.

4.	 The AHSA and The NZAHBS shall organise host families throughout the duration of the trip to accommodate the exchange students and shall avail 
them opportunities of attending Arabian events, offering instruction and experience as well as some recreational time. Both Societies will, to the best 
of their ability, carefully select host families to try and cater for the student’s interests.

5.	 The Applicants for this exchange will provide to the AHSA Ltd no later than 31st January 2009:
	 a.	 A current photo of themselves

b.	 A completed nomination form detailing the involvement and contribution they have made to the Arabian breed. This may include breed promotion 
through competition or otherwise, voluntary service as a member or committee person to a youth group or Arabian affiliate, or any other 
contribution they have provided – eg instructing, stewarding, marshalling, pencilling, attending working bees etc

	 c.	 List special interests they have within the Arabian breed and their plans for future endeavours.
	 d.	 Applicants may be required to attend an interview with a State Director of the AHSA prior to selection.
6.	 The exact timing of the trip will be determined by the AHSA and the NZAHBS. Due consideration will be given to trying to incorporate major Arabian 

events in each country and during university/school holidays
7.	 Applicants must be a current member of the AHSA or current member of an AHSA affiliate.
8.	 The recipient of this exchange must be prepared to give a detailed report of their experience to the AHSA and the AHN on their return.
9.	 The recipient of this exchange will be determined by the Board of Directors of the AHSA and such decision shall be final.
10.	 The AHSA Ltd reserves the right not to make an award in any year that they feel the applicants have not reached a suitable standard.
11.	 It is hoped that the recipient of this exchange would in turn be prepared to help host/entertain future recipients from NZ.

Name of Entrant:_______________________________________________________________AHSA Membership No.______________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suburb: __________________________________________________________________State:___________________P/Code:_______________

Home Phone: (    )________________________________________________________Work Phone:  (    )_______________________________ 

Mobile: _______________________________________________Email: ___________________________________________________________

Fax: (   ) _________________________________________________DOB: _________________________ ____________________________

I hereby declare that I have nominated in accordance with the Rules and Conditions of Entry for the 2009 AHSA Youth Exchange and I hereby certify the 
correctness of the details submitted. I agree to abide by the Rules and Conditions of The Arabian Horse Society of Australia Ltd. and its Managers. 

Signed: _______________________________________________________________Date: ___________________________________________

Post To: AHSA Youth Exchange, 
Arabian Horse Society Of Australia Ltd. Locked Bag No. 6, Windsor NSW 2756

By the 31st January 2009

The Arabian Horse Society of Australia Ltd 
Proudly Presents

the AHSA Youth Exchange



who you think should receive some recognition at the Australian 
Championships, we would love to hear from you. All requests will be 
considered before a final format is decided upon.

Security
From the 2009 Aussies, we will have security and video surveillance 
in place to ensure the safety of horses, tack & possessions and to 
hopefully put an end to the kind of treatment some horses receive 
which results in so many letters of complaint and disgust.

Scoring System
At the 2009 show, we will be trialing the European scoring system. 
Please note that this method is different from a total scored system in 
that it also has a component for Comparative Judging.

EQUITANA:
The AHSA will have a large presence at Equitana Asia Pacific 
in November this year. We will occupy Booth 44c and also have 
members’ representatives in the Breeders Village. There will be many 
great specials on merchandise and the tea & coffee will always be on 
the boil! We would love to see any interested persons so come along 
and have a chat.

If anyone can spare a day or even half a day to help man the stand, 
please contact Harold or Laura at the Office as we’re a little short of 
helpers!

REGISTRY:
Purebred breeders are advised that they need to enclose the fee & 
relevant paperwork for DNA of all new foal registration applications. 
This needs to be done at the time of application as the Office is 
spending so much time sending back for DNA money. 

For foals being fully adult registered as Stallions in the first instance, 
please remember to send in your Vet Testicle Report with your 
registration application.

If you have a gelding registration and you are applying for Hair 
Storage, you need to send in the Declarations at the time of registration 
application.

For upgrading Foal Recorded Colts to Stallions, you must remember 
to send in the Foal Recording certificate and your Vet Testicle Report 
along with the fee as per back of Certificate.

When your vet is completing the Testicle Report, please ensure he 
includes all brands and markings. If for some reason, your Certificate 
of Registration does not match the Vet’s Report, please return the 
Certificate attached to the Vet Report, along with photographs 
supporting any discrepancies.

For Colts or Stallions who have been gelded, please also remember to 
send the Registration Certificate and the date they were gelded with 
fee if applicable (ie: foal recording expired).

Please help your Society to be more efficient by getting your 
paperwork in order before sending it in. Incorrect applications 
account for most delays. If you’re not sure of something, send 
an email to the relevant staff member or a quick phone call will 
answer most questions.

drop out.  One of our identified weaknesses is that we don't require 
those who have geldings and Derivatives registered with us to be 
members, as other Societies do.  If we did, we'd have closer to 10,000 
members instead of 4000, as we identified during EI.  On the other 
hand, we do charge non-member extra fees for all their transactions 
and are probably not financially any worse off.  In fact quite the 
opposite.  It is hard to remove something that has been a right of these 
owners for many years, but this topic is constantly under review. 

One area that was perceived as a weakness in the surveys was the 
image of the show scene and horses.  This will surprise some people 
and is an area we are working on now. We are also looking at new 
ways to promote the unique and positive nature of the Arabian breed.  
The two are not unrelated of course. I will report further on our 
progress in the next Bulletin.

VALE.  It is with sadness that we report the death of our late Honorary 
Life Member  and AERA Registrar Lyn Bailey.  Lyn was a tireless 
worker for the endurance community, and a very insightful liaison 
between the endurance and Arabian horse breeding communities.  
We extend our sympathies to her family and friends.

QUILTY CUP 2008.  The annual Tom Quilty Ride is being held in 
Nanango, Queensland on the week-end of 19th to 21st September.  
The Society has made its usual sponsorship of embroidered rugs 
available for the Top Ten finishers in the Ride.  This year the Quilty 
organizing committee is honouring some of the luminaries of the 
Ride's history, including past winners [both riders and horses], and 
founding organizers. Our AHSA members RM and Erica Williams, 
Ron and Val Males, Chuck and Marty Stephens and Marion Alcorn 
were responsible for endurance riding getting its start in Australia.  
All these people performed valuable services to the Arabian breed 
in other ways, and Val Males is still a Director of the Society.  There 
are sometimes inexplicable frictions between AERA and the AHSA 
but it is perhaps wise to look instead at what we have in common, 
and how much historically we have each contributed to the welfare 
of the other.  I know I am pleased to be a volunteer at the Quilty, and 
I'm sure there'll be lots of other Arabian owners helping out.  There'll 
certainly be a lot of Arabian horses out on track!

Spring is here, so good luck to everyone as those little EI foals arrive 
in your paddocks!

Best regards,
CORALIE GORDON
Chairman 2008/9

Directors Nominations for 2009/2010
The necessary form to nominate for a Director of The AHSA can be 
found on our website www.ahsa.asn.au under Membership/Forms or 
in the Contact Us section
The following Directors whose term of office expires early in 2009, 
have indicated their intentions
to seek re-election:- 
Mrs L Currie (QLD), Ms K Luckock (VIC), Mr A Preston (NSW), 
Mr L Nicolle (TAS) and Mrs J Marsh (W.A). 

Next Board Meeting
The next Board meeting will be held on December 1st and 2nd with 
subcommittees meeting on November 29th 2008

with unsupervised children and adults jumping, screaming and using items 
to encourage erratic behaviour would not be viewed as responsible risk 
management by the courts in the event of serious injury.

Organisers of events have a duty of care to ensure a safe and secure 
environment is provided for both animals and humans.

The cover provided under the insurance program has been structured based 
on the Arabian Horse Society’s activities, risk management procedures, rules 
and regulations. Anyone acting outside the Society’s guidelines would be in 
breach of AHSA rules and be left uninsured.

NOTES FROM THE BOARD TABLE. . .
RULE BOOK:
At the August Board & JEC meetings, it was brought to our attention 
that our new Foal/Weanling Class Rule may inconvenience some 
competitors with regard to false tails. The new wording is listed 
below so please copy down for the back of your Rule Book or contact 
Laura for a label which may be placed in the “Notes” section of your 
Rule Book.

“FOAL/WEANLING CLASSES: Weanlings & Foals must be led 
in a suitable strong halter or a led-in bridle, with or without a chain, 
leather or webbing strap. If a chain is used, it must be captive. Colts 
may be bitted but the bit used must be nylon, rubber or vulcanite.
Purebred Colts & Fillies to be shown with manes & tail free, Geldings 
may be shown with manes & tails plaited or free & are not to be 
penalized either way. Derivatives may be shown with manes & tails 
plaited or free & are not to be penalized either way.
False Tails are not acceptable in foal/weanling classes. Clipping & 
Trimming as per Rule 3.7. Body Clipping & False Tails for foals/
weanlings is acceptable but discouraged.” 

      

Comments still abound on various chat sites regarding the “Stirring” 
rule. 

Please be aware that the Society is following instruction from our 
Insurance company, AON. A copy of a letter received from the 
insurance company will be forwarded to each AHSA member. 
Members are also asked to share this information with any exhibitor 
they may know who is not a member of the Society.

CHAMPIONSHIPS:
Dressage
Those members trying to achieve their qualifications from tests 
conducted under the HRCAV please note: only HRCAV Level 3, 
Level 2, Level 1 or Advanced will count towards your qualification 
criteria.

Entry Forms
The official entry forms for the 2009 Aussie’s will be available in the 
December AHN and on the AHSA website.

Stables
At the time of writing, we are still in negotiation for the best possible 
price for stabling at Werribee Park. Please be aware that stables will be 
in extremely short supply even with the addition of portable stables. 
There are yards at Werribee Park and if you are interested in utilizing 
these, please contact Laura at the Office to lodge your interest.
Breed Ambassadors
If any owner or breeder has a wonderful Arabian ambassador 

HOT OFF THE PRESS

  The Arabian Horse Society is very proud to announce 
that Purebred classes are returning to Sydney Royal in 
2009. Classes will be held on Tuesday 21st April.

Helen Dohan has worked tirelessly in convincing the 
Horse Superintendents at the R.A.S. to re-introduce the 
Purebred Arabian classes at Sydney Royal.

Members should be aware that the R.A.S. has only 
agreed to this program on a trial basis for the 2009 
show. If members do not support the show by exhibiting, 
the classes will again be lost, only this time it will be 
permanent!

The R.A.S. has offered a small program of ten (10) classes 
plus Champion & Reserve Champions and a Supreme 
Champion.

If you, like us do not want to see these classes lost forever, 
please support the Show and ensure the continuation of 
Purebred classes in coming years.

Details of the program are available on www.ahsa.asn.au  or 
www.rasnsw.com.au 

Risk Management
Organizations that invite people to participate in their activities have a 
responsibility to ensure these activities are free from risk of injury and are 
as safe as reasonably possible. This responsibility is expressed in legislation 
such as the “Trade Practices Act” as having a “Duty of Care”. It is very 
important that this duty of care is taken seriously and you do everything 
possible to make sure that you comply with this duty.

Risk Management is all about identifying risks which may result in injury to 
another person or damage to their property.

It is also important that you consider the worst case scenario particularly in 
the case of potential injury as it can be a fine line between what causes a 
minor or major injury.

For example, falling off a horse may, in some cases; result in a minor injury 
but, depending on contributing factors i.e. ground surface, surrounding 
structures, can escalate into something more serious. As such, you need to 
not only consider the potential fall but take into consideration the environment 
as well.

Following attendance at several shows it was noted what appears to be an 
abundance of people gathering in marshalling areas who are not associated 
with the actual showing of the horse other than being friends or acquaintances 
of the breeder/competitor.

This could be a dangerous situation to both horses and people alike and not 
being a good risk management practice should be discouraged amongst your 
affiliates and members.

It would also appear the practice of exciting horses by the use of various 
devices prior to competing or entry into a ring is common in some areas. This 
type of behaviour could result in injury to horses and people.

Having an animal of such unpredictability and flight within a restricted area 

PUREBRED’S BACK
AT SYDNEY ROYAL!
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